A practical approach to the synthesis of hairpin polyamide-peptide conjugates through the use of a safety-catch linker.
Hairpin polyamides are high-affinity, sequence selective DNA binders. The use of a safety-catch linker for the solid phase synthesis of hairpin polyamides allows for easy preparation of derivatives ready for chemoselective ligation with unprotected peptides. Examples of ligations reported include thioether bond formation and thioester-mediated amide bond formation ('Native Chemical Ligation').